FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
portant are the highways at present under construction connecting
Moscow with Kiev, the capital of the Ukraine, a distance of 866
kilometres, and another road connecting Moscow with Minsk,
capital of White Russia, a distance of 655 kilometres. These roads,
now partially completed, are 16 metres wide and built of concrete
and asphalt.
Extensive work in highway construction has also been done
in the Caucasus, in Central Asia, in Siberia, and in other outlying
parts of the Soviet Union, which has considerably increased the
amenities of the population in the various national republics.
A road some 730 kilometres long was built through the Tien-
Shan range (the Celestial Mountains) in the Kirghiz Republic, thus
making accessible the different parts of this republic by car. Simi-
larly, roads across the frontier mountains now connect up the
U.S.S.R. with Outer Mongolia and Tana-Tuva Republic.
The Osh-Khorog (Road in the Clouds) Road, which was com-
pleted in 1936, cuts right through the Pamirs and is 754 kilometres
long. This is said to be the highest motor road in the world and
reaches an altitude of 4,700 metres at the passes. The Stalinabad-
Garm road crosses the ravines of the Western Pamirs.
The new Amur-Yakut motor road in Siberia runs from the
railway deep into the country, a distance of 869 kilometres, by
way of the Yablon mountain passes. In the past there were no
roads in this district.
The largest cities are being connected by motor routes; for
instance such as Moscow-Leningrad; Moscow-Minsk; Moscow-
Gorky-Sverdlovsk-Uralsk; Moscow-Kharkov-Tiflis; Leningrad-
Kiev-Odessa; Kharkov-Kiev; Kharkov-Sevastopol, etc.
At the same time motor car and motor lorry construction has,
as we have seen, expanded enormously. Whilst Tsarist Russia
had in 1913 only 8,900 motor vehicles, of which about 1,000 were
lorries, in 1936, the U.S.S.R. had 386,000, i.e. 43 times as many.
During the Five-Year Plans, the number of motor cars has in-
creased seven times and the number of motor buses five times.
The output of motor lorries in 1936 was 133,000; in 1937 it was
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